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they cherished for one another a truly Corsican hatred,
they began a rapid conversation.
" I suppose/' inquired M. Pi&ri, " that war will not
begin without there having been a formal vote of
Parliament ? "
" Didn't you notice that you had just voted it ? " the
Minister answered.
" How do you make that out ? "
"Aren't the sixty-five milliard francs of credit a
sufficient sign of approval ? Perhaps you'd like to give
us more! "
On the left, the Socialist party split up into two more
and more sharply divided groups, that of M. Paul Faure
opposed to war under any circumstances, and that of
M. Blum standing for resistance to conquering Nazidom :
both, however, were at one in wishing to attack M. Daladier.
The two groups desired that their party, profiting by the
great Opportunity, should be represented in a new Govern-
ment, but one, through the voice of M. Blum, advocated
a solidly constituted Cabinet of bold men resolved on
prosecuting the war with a maximum of fighting energy,
whereas the other pictured itself, once it was an integral
part of the executive, hastening on a peace of compromise.
What! So soon ? Yes, in thought, if not yet in public
utterance.
The same dualism, though the rift went less deep, was
to be found in the other parties. On the Right, the
Lorrainer Marin was a patriot perinde ac cadaver according
to the formula of the illustrious Company. But around
him were hearts becoming faint and spirits becoming
perverted by Hitlerian and Fascist propaganda. The
Franco-German Committee, in which the agents of Herr
von Ribbentrop called the tune, had made ravages in
extreme Right circles, in many aristocratic and bourgeois
salons. There it was the thing to underestimate the
Nazi danger, and give pride of place in the precautions to
be taken to the Bolshevik menace. At the same time the